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Beacon of World-Class

Studies and Consultations
Following the success achieved by KAU International Advisory Board in its efforts
that aimed to bring the university up to the international status, the University,
dictated by its social responsibility, considered the importance of providing services
to various governmental and private sectors in the field of studies and consultancies
at an international standard, the aim being to attain high levels of performance and
achievement. .
This booklet explains the areas of studies and consultations that can be provided by
the International Advisory Board for the benefit of various sectors in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council Countries, for purposes of contribution
to the achievement of progress and development in areas related to the Board›s
activities and programs.
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Forward
King Abdul Aziz University, in quest of universality ,made all efforts to use the
international expertise in the fields of higher education, scientific research

and the labor market worldwide. In this regard, the idea of establishment of
an international advisory board for the university arises. The main objective

of the board is to provide the university›s higher administration with global

perspectives on the most important issues tackled by the international
universities.

In order to achieve this perception, KAU Senate has selected for its
membership a number of presidents of international universities and a
number of managers who hold senior positions in their institutions to provide

the summing up of their expertise in terms of higher education, scientific
research and labor market of graduates.

The first meeting of the board was held in the first month of 2011, whereas
this date was considered as the starting point for launching towards the
international level, thereafter, the meetings of the board are constantly be
held.

King Abdul Aziz University looks forward to the active contributions of the

International Advisory Board members to provide thereof with the appropriate
international expertise to develop educational programs and scientific

research and prepare its graduates for the local and international labor
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market. This will contribute to the meaningful planning that the University ensures that it shall

be for the benefit of both the country and the nation, and shall be In line with the Saudi Vision
2030, as well as the National Transformation Program 2020.

As KAU Higher Administration is keen to provide its expertise to universities, public and

private sectors, and to carry out the Saudi Vision 2030, the university has decided to expand

the international advisory board services so that its benefit extends to many of these sectors
within the Kingdom and in the GCC Countries as well. No doubt that this can be considered

as responsible and appreciated attitude originating from the vision, mission and objectives
of the board.

I would like here to extend my thanks and appreciation to His Excellency the Secretary-General
of the International Advisory Board and his co-workers for their efforts in these endeavors to
fulfil the objectives of the board for which it was founded. I ask Almighty Allah to bless their
doing and to lead IAB to more success to realize its goals.

Prof. Abdul Rahman bin Obaid Al Youbi
President of King Abdul Aziz University

Chairman of KAU International Advisory Board

11

King Abdul Aziz University International Advisory Board

Preface
The expansion of scientific and research partnerships with prestigious
international universities and institutions is a cornerstone in KAU strategic
plan, particularly within the Saudi Vision 2030. Whereas, the University has
set a goal through the National Transition Plan 2020 to be among the top 100
international universities, via reinforcement of creativity, quality, values and

sustainability. The University has decided its Vision to be (an internationally
distinctive university with community sustainability and partnership) and
its Mission to be (our social responsibility is : knowledge development,
research, innovation and entrepreneurship). Hence, the International
Advisory Board was founded to achieve a number of objectives, such
as: contributing to the restructuring and formulation of the University›s
strategic goals and provision of international consultations. This could
be carried out through benefiting from the knowledge and experience of
the board members to improve the performance in all fields, enforcement
of the University›s position through its achievements and contributing to
making alliances with community institutions and twinning with international
scientific organizations.
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The members of the International Advisory Board were chosen from international universities
of different countries. The selection came from various geographic regions and schools of
different thought, in addition of Saudi business and brilliance personalities of international
standing.
Recommendations delivered by the International Advisory Board has evidently contributed
to promoting the University›s goals, achieving its mission and highlighting its name in the
international forums
It is the scientific and social responsibility of the university to expand in the provision of
the International Advisory Board services to other parties within the Kingdom and the
surrounding Gulf region by taking advantage of the enriched accumulated experiences
carried by the board members in a form of international consultations.

Prof. Adnan bin Hamza Mohammed Zahed
Secretary-General of KAU International
Advisory Board
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Introduction
The establishment of an international Advisory Board that comprises a number of
international figures marked with their high expertise, knowledge and prestige, represents
one of the well-established international practices and traditions that King Abdul Aziz
University is keen to make use of while giving consideration at the same time to continuous
development and upgrading of its efficiency similar to practices adopted by international
universities. The purpose was to benefit from their in-depth advice and to exchange
views on all matters of interest in the fields of creativity and development locally and
internationally.
The recommendations of the International Advisory Board of King Abdul-Aziz University
have greatly contributed to the achievement of the Saudi Vision 2030, and the development
made in the various academic and research fields as well as community services. Since
the University،s Higher Administration under the guidance of its HE the president, is willing
to provide its expertise to universities, public and private sectors, it has become a hub
of cooperation and fruitful integration. In the same context, the University has decided
to expand the services of the International Advisory Board so that the benefits cover
large sectors in the Kingdom and Gulf region. This will be effected through provision of
international studies and consultations in many areas that will be outlined in this booklet.
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Foundation of KAU International
Advisory Board
In Muharram 1429, King Abdul Aziz University began to study the idea of establishing of
an international advisory board that comprises a number of well-known leaders, similar to
other international universities.
After completion of the study, it was submitted in 1429 to the Ministry of Higher Education
(at that time) and HE. The Minister initially acknowledged the need of the university to form
an international advisory board.
Upon the approval of His Excellency, the matter was proposed to the Higher Education
Council (at that time), which took the decision of founding an international advisory board
to King Abdul Aziz University, to include a group of universally prominent leaders in the
fields of thought, higher education, industry and production. Together with those who
have touchable additives that contribute to the development and evolution as general, so
that they have perceptions and guiding recommendations for strategic decision-making
in the university. The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, the Prime Minister and the
President of the Higher Education Council, approved the minutes of the meeting.
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Responsibilities of the
International Advisory Board
•

To participate in drafting of the University›s strategic objectives, priorities, orientations
and courses of action in order to achieve the goals in the fields of education, scientific
research and community service.

•

To utilize the knowledge, thought and experience of the board› members in term of
employment of new performance engines in order to help the University open its steps
toward the science of the future, while supporting the position and attendance of the
university globally through its achievements, especially in the fields of research and
innovation.

•

To develop a common language between the university and other parties (i.e. between
the university and the business sector in the Kingdom, and between the university and
the international universities).

•

To establish partnerships and twinnings with a number of international universities.

•

To provide technical, academic and administrative consultancy to the university and
national institutions intending to benefit from those competent consultants.

•

To provide advice and counseling on topics reported to the board.
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1) President of
an international
university, whether
currently or
formerly, or an
executive manager
in international
industrial and service
sectors companies.

2) To have history
of achievements in
the fields of scientific
research, industry
or services or at the
administrative level.

3) Have the desire
and enthusiasm to
participate in the board
work.

Members
Selection
Criteria for the
International
Advisory Board

The selection of the board members give
consideration to diversity of their countries,
schools of thought and field of specialization.

4) To be approved by
the concerned national
authorities in the
Kingdom through
the Ministry
of Education.
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KAU ranking according to Shanghai Ranking

Ranking of KAU in the international rankings
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The Outpust of the
International Advisory Board
In addition to studies made in the themes discussed in the meetings and the recommendations

originated thereon, the International Advisory Board of KAU contributed to the following:
•

Making KAU well known in the international forums.

•

Achievement of the university mission.

•
•

Enhancement of the university objectives.

Facilitation of the approval of lecturers and tutors in postgraduate study programs - especially

•

in the medical fields at prestigious universities.
Benefiting from the members, visions in concern of the strategic plan of the university.

•

Enhancement of international collaboration between KAU and internationally outstanding

•

•
•

Getting use of members recommendations in scientific evaluation.
universities.

,
Utilization of members visions in entrepreneurship and business cooperation programs.

Expanding of scientific publishing and quality improvement, resulting in overall improvement
and upgrading of KAU classification to the effect that the University obtained the first rank

among the Arab universities according to the classification of Shanghai in 2016. Further, this
has led KAU to escalate its position among the universities as shown in the figures in the
opposite page.
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Expanding of Works of the
International Advisory Board
In line with the achievements and development realized by King Abdul Aziz University in various
academic, research and community service fields and since the University,s Higher Administration

under the guidance of its HE the president, is willing to provide its expertise to universities, public and
private sectors, and for the execution
of

the Saudi Vision 2030, KAU

decided to expand the scope of work
of its International Advisory Board by

means of provision of international
consultations to other organizations

such as Saudi and Gulf universities

and higher education institutions

in addition to general education in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This
will be adopted through conclusion
of consulting contracts with public

and private sectors in cooperation
with

international

experts

from

the members who contributed to
the International Advisory Board
achievements.

25

King Abdul Aziz University International Advisory Board

Vision
Mission
Provision of advisory services
and effective solutions at
international levels that
contribute in the achievement of
the Saudi vision 2030.

To maintain a leading position in
provision of international quality
consultancy for public and
private sectors, locally and within
the Gulf region.

Goals
The University›s main objective behind the
expansion of its international advisory board,
is to strengthen the institutional factor in the
process of preparation and delivery of international
consultancy studies in the various fields, and by
this way, it contribute in the achievement of the
Saudi Vision 2030 objectives.
The main objective include the following branches:
• To prepare
consultancy
studies and the
initiatives to
contribute in
performance
quality
improvement
and taking the
pioneering role.
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• To establish
institutional
advisory work
culture.

• To benefit from
the international
expertise and
experiences in
utilization of
resources and
local human
experiences
to serve the
community and
achieve the
Saudi vision
2030.

• To provide
distinguished
advisory
services to
the university,
general
education,
businesses,
industry, and
other areas
mentioned
below.

Areas of Consultations as per the
Saudi Vision 2030
The main points of areas of consultation are:

1. Formation of advisory boards for universities and companies.
These advisory boards are characterized by the followings:

Belongs to the relevant
party (university or
company).

Creativity
and
Innovation
Privatization
and ReEngineering

Report to the head of the
relevant party (university or
company).

General
Education

Consultation

Work under local or
international level.

Business
Sector

Fields

International
Partnerships

C

B

A

Higher
Education

Industry

Technology
Transfer and
Localizing

Health
Sector

D
The study includes all foundation
procedures, nomination of members,
and drafting of bylaws and regulations

2. Upgrading of universities to international institutions.
The above mentioned studies may serve as :

A
A compatible one study, or may
consist of multiple sub-consultancy
studies.

B
studies that have consultative rather than executive
nature, i.e., the concerned university receives a
package of proposals for implementation.
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Establishing
Research
Endowment
Fund
Establishing
Distinguished
Scholars
Program
Development
of
Scholarships
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Establishing
IAB for
Universities

Development
of
infrastructure

Special

Development
of Graduate
Studies

Consultation
Studies for
Universities

Development
of Scientific
Research

Development Development
of Joint
of Academic
Accreditation Supervision
Program

Special Consultation Studies
for Universities

Current Members of IAB
•

•

Prof. Abdulrahman O. Alyoubi
President of KAU,
Chairman of IAB
SAUDI ARABIA
Prof. J.M.M. Ritzen
Former President, Maastricht University
THE NETHERLANDS

•

UNITED KINGDOM
•

•

•

•

•

•

Prof. Rafael Puyol
President of the Board of Governors, IE University
SPAIN
Dr. Vincenzo Costigliola
President, European Medical Association
BELGIUM

FRANCE
•

Prof. William G. Tierney

Co-director of Pullias Center for Higher Education at the
University of Southern California
U.S.A

•

Prof. Su Guaning
President Emeritus, Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
SINGAPORE

•

Dr. Sabine U O’Hara
Dean of College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and
Environmental Sciences, University of the District of Colombia
U.S.A.

Prof. Jan Saldlak

President of (IREG) Observatory on Academic Ranking and
Excellence, Paris

Prof. Abdullah Atalar
Rector, Bilkent University
TURKEY

Prof. Georg Winckler
Former Rector of the University of Vienna and the President
of the Erste Foundation
AUSTRIA

Prof. Thomas Wilhelmsson

Chancellor, University of Helsinki
FINLAND

•
•

Prof. Michael Arthur

President and Provost of University College London

Prof. Hirohisa UCHIDA

President and CEO, Kanagawa Science Park Inc.
JAPAN
Mr. Masahiko Yamada

Chief Executive Architect, Technical Computing &
Innovation Business, Fujitsu Limited
JAPAN

•

Prof. Adnan H. Zahed

Consultant of KAU President,
Secretary-General Of IAB
SAUDI ARABIA
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Prof. Abdulrahman Obaid AI-Youbi
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
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President of King Abdulaziz University (KAU) and President of the International
Advisory Board (IAB) of KAU since 2015.
Professor of Chemistry at KAU since 2000.
PhD in Physical Chemistry from Essex University, UK (1986).
Held some Academic Administrative posts (Chairman of the Chemistry Department,
Vice-Dean of Faculty of Science, Dean of Faculty of Science, Vice President, Vice
President for the Academic Affairs, and Acting President of Jeddah University.
Participated in many committees at the university level as well as at the Ministry of
Education level. In particular, he participated in the committees that established
the new universities in the Kingdom such as Jazan University, Tabuk University,
and the Northern Border University.
Attended many scientific conferences in the Kingdom and abroad.
Participated in many research projects and has published more than 150 papers
in ranked scientific journals.

Prof. Jozef Ritzen
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

Was the Minister of Education, Culture, and Science of The Netherlands. During
his term, he enacted a series of major reforms throughout the Dutch education
system.
Retired from the Presidency of Maastricht University in February 2011 after a period
in which this University gained worldwide prominence as a research university
dedicated to first class problem based education in an international setting.
Was the VP of the World Bank’s Development Economics Department and the VP
of the World Bank’s Human Development Network, which advises the institution
and its client countries on innovative approaches to improving health, education
and social protection.
Has made significant contributions to agencies such as UNESCO and OECD.
Obtained a PhD in economics from Erasmus University in Rotterdam.
Has written or co-authored eleven books. Many articles written or co-authored
by him are published in the fields of education, economics, public finance and
development economics.
His book «A Chance for European Universities» has been translated into German,
Russian, Korean, Portuguese and Arabic. The ideas of the Manifesto: «Empower
European Universities» which is by and large based on the analysis of this book
are pursued through the NGO Empower European Universities with a network of
correspondents in the Member States of the EU, aimed at scoring higher education
policies.
He is an honorary professor at Maastricht University (School of Governance) and
Senior Policy Advisor of IZA (Bonn, Germany) engaged in the development of an
implementable vision for Europe through the Vibrant Europe Forum, which brings
politicians, business and academics together. This has resulted in the book “A
Second Chance for Europe”.
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Prof. Rafael Puyol
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
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President of the Board of Governors of IE University in Segovia, and Vice President
of the Institutional Relations IE Business School. He is a senior lecturer and
Honorary Rector at Complutense University of Madrid.
Served as Rector of Madrid’s Complutense University between December 1995
and 2003.
He has served as President (and continues to be a member) of the Population
Group in the Association of Spanish Geographers (AGE), and as Vice-President
of the Real Sociedad Geográfica, and is Member of the Board of the Spanish
Chapter of the Club of Rome, and President and Vice-President of the UniversidadEmpresa (University-Business) Foundation and President of the Spanish Seniors
Association.
Was also Vice-President of Madrid Complutense University’s General Foundation
and is a trustee of a further five foundations and full member of the Hague Club.
He has been director and member of the Executive Committee of Portal Universia
as well as a member of the selection panel for the Príncipe de Asturias Award of
Scientific and Technical Research, a post he has held since 1996, and now is
member of the jury of Social Sciences.
He was the former Vice-President of the Conferencia de Rectores de Universidades
Españolas (CRUE).
He has been awarded Medals of different bodies including the UNICEF.
Overall, he has published 18 books and over 200 articles.

Dr. Vincenzo Costigliola
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President of E.M.A. (European Medical Association).
President of E.D.A. (European Depression Association).
Member of Board of “The European Biotechnology Association”.
President of Oxford Union Academic Board of Directors.
Member of the International Advisory Board at King Abdulaziz University.
Member of Editorial Advisory Board of EPMA Journal.
Fellow of World Certification Institute (WCI).
President of EPMA (European Predictive, Preventive, Personalized Medicine.
Graduated in Medicine from the University of Naples in 1972 and with distinction,
in Anesthesiology and Intensive Care from the University of Pisa in 1978. He also
completed studies in Rheumatology, Dermatology, Procthology, Oncology, Surgery,
Drugs Abuse, Emergency Treatment, Disaster Action, Hospital Organization,
Medical Teaching Methodology and Computer and Audio-Visual Training for the
Medical Profession.
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Prof. Abdullah Atalar
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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Rector of Bilkent University (Turkey), and a Professor at Department of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering.
Earned his PhD in Electrical Engineering at Stanford University (USA) in 1978.
His research interests include analog and digital integrated circuit design,
linearization of RF power amplifiers, micromachined sensors and atomic force
microscopy, micromachined sensors and actuators and computer aided design
in electrical engineering.
Worked as Post-Doctoral Fellow and later as an Engineering Research Associate
in Stanford University.
Was with Hewlett Packard Labs, Palo Alto, engaged in photoacoustics research.
Was on the Science Board of Turkish Scientific and Technological Research
Council (TUBITAK) (20042011-).
Served as the President of the Turkish Interuniversity Council in 2010.

Prof. Guaning Su
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

President Emeritus of Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore.
Chairman of K&C Protective Technologies Pte. Ltd. (KCPT), Singapore.
He led the transformation of NTU from a teaching oriented collection of professional
schools to become a leading global research-intensive university currently ranked
13th in the world by QS and 4th in Engineering and Technology.
Serves currently as Chairman of the Board of KCPT specialising in Security by
Design for key infrastructure like transport hubs.
Transformed NTU into a private sector autonomous university framework and
widened its academic and research programmes. Under his leadership, NTU
dramatically enhanced its research and educational capacities, bringing in top
global faculty and young promising researchers. The university’s competitive
research funding increased many fold and the citation impact a lot more.
Obtained his PhD in Electrical Engineering and MS in Statistics from Stanford
University. His MS and BSc in Electrical Engineering (with Distinction) were from
the California Institute of Technology and University of Alberta, respectively.
The University of Alberta conferred him an honorary doctorate in 2015.
Before joining NTU, he worked for 30 years in defence research. He headed
Singapore›s defence research for 11 years and became the founding Chief
Executive of Singapore’s Defence Science and Technology Agency in 2003.
Dr Su chairs the International Advisory Board of Hong Kong Polytechnic University
and also serve on the International Advisory Board of King Abdulaziz University.
Life Fellow of IEEE as well as Founding Fellow of the Singapore Academy of
Engineering and ASEAN Academy of Engineering and Technology.

35

King Abdul Aziz University International Advisory Board

Prof. Georg Winckler
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
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Was the Rector of the University of Vienna (1999 – 2011).
Since December 2011, he has been the President of the Erste Foundation, the
main shareholder of the Erste Group Bank.
Studied Economics at Princeton University (USA) and University of Vienna. He got
his PhD from University of Vienna in 1968.
In 1978 he became Professor of Economic Theory and Policy at the Institute of
Economics, University of Vienna.
Worked as Visiting Professor at Graz University and Université Fribourg,
Switzerland, at Linz University (Austria), Georgetown University, Washington D.C.
(USA) and Comenius University (Slovakia).
Worked as Visiting Scholar at Research Department, International Monetary Fund,
Washington D.C. (USA).
Member of many councils and boards, such as the Council of Scientists of the
International Association for the Promotion of Cooperation with Scientists from the
New Independent States of the former Soviet Union (INTAS), European Union,
Brussels, and the Economic, Social and Human Sciences Panel for TMR Networks
(Brussels), Community Programme of the European Union.
Was Chairman of the Austrian Rectors› Conference, Vice President of European
University Association (EUA), Brussels-Geneva, the European Research Advisory
Board (EURAB), the President of the European University Association (EUA),
Brussels-Geneva, Member of the European Research Area Board (ERAB), and
Member of the Board of Trustees, ETS, Princeton, New Jersey, USA.
His main professional focus is monetary policy, European currency integration and
macro-economics.

Dr. Sabina U. OHara
•

•

•

•

•

Dean and Director of Landgrant Programs of the College of Agriculture, Urban
Sustainability and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES) at the University of the
District of Columbia (UDC).
Author, researcher and higher education executive, and is well known for her
expertise in sustainable economic development, global education and executive
leadership.
Has experience in every aspect of university administration including curriculum
development, strategic planning, program accreditation, participatory research,
and international partnerships.  
She is the founder and principal of Global Ecology LLC, the 10th President of
Roanoke College in Salem, Virginia, and held faculty and administrative positions
at: Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota; Green Mountain College, Poultney,
Vermont; Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York; and as Executive Director
of the Council for International Exchange of Scholars, a preeminent international
exchange organization that administers the Fulbright Scholar Program.
She serves on the board of directors of several national and international
organizations including as President of the International Society for Ecological
Economics, and as editorial board member of several academic journals.
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Prof. Michael Arthur
•
•

•

•
•

•

38

President and Provost of University College London since September 2013.
Was Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leeds, and formerly Professor of
Medicine (1992), Head of the School of Medicine (19982001-) and Dean of
the Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences in Southampton (200304-).
He is a hepatologist with research interests in liver cell biology developed
initially at the University of California, San Francisco (19861988-) and then as
a Fulbright Distinguished Scholar at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New
York (2002).
In 2015, Professor Arthur became the first Vice-Chancellor of a Russell Group
University to become a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.
Was Chair of the Advisory Group for National Specialised Services (NHS)
(20102013-) and was a long-standing member of the Council of the Medical
Research Council (2006 - Sept 2014).
He has also been a US/UK Fulbright Commissioner and is a former Chair of
both the Worldwide Universities Network and the Russell Group of Universities.

Prof. Thomas Wilhelmsson
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Chancellor of the University of Helsinki, Finland since 2013.
Was Vice-Rector of the University, in charge of international affairs, then became
Rector of the University. As a rector he led a thorough university reform, converting
the University from a state office into an independent public law legal person.
Doctor of Legal Science, and Professor of Civil and Commercial Law at the
University.
Was Vice Chair of the Finnish university association UNIFI, President of the
Scandinavian university association NUS.
Since 2015, he is chairing the board of the Finnish public broadcasting company
YLE.
As researcher, he has published books and articles in thirteen languages in contract
law, insurance law, consumer law, the law of partnerships, tort law, European law
and legal theory.
He is internationally best known for his works on social justice in private law
(in English: Critical Studies in Private Law, 1992 and Social Contract Law and
European Integration, 1995) and on European consumer law (co-author of EC
Consumer Law, 1997 and European Fair Trading Law, 2006).
Was a member of the Finnish Market Court and he has been actively engaged in
national and international commercial arbitration.
Has been chairing several law drafting committees, dealing with reforms of
consumer law, contract law as well as partnership law.
Has been awarded the title Doctor iuris honoris causa by the Uppsala, Oslo and
Tartu universities.
Was awarded the Nordic Lawyers Prize in 2011.
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Prof. Dr. Jan Sadlak
•
•

•

•
•
•

40

President of IREG Observatory on Academic Ranking and Excellence, Paris,
France.
Expert in education, in particular higher education and science as well as
international relations in the context of policy development, regulations and
practices related to quality assurance, governance and management at the system
and institutional level, international governmental organizations.
Involved in senior-level policy advice to international governmental organizations
such as UNESCO, The World Bank, OECD, the Council of Europe, the European
Commission, and non-governmental organizations, governments and higher
education institutions in a number of countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, North
America and Arab Region.
Was Director of UNESCO-European Centre for Higher Education (UNESCOCEPES) and Representative of UNESCO in Romania.
Was Professor and Vice-Rector at the University of Social Sciences and Humanities/
SWPS in Warsaw, Poland.
Holds PhD in Educational Administration and Comparative Education from the
SUNY/ University of Buffalo, USA.

Prof. William G. Tierney
•

•

•

•

•

•

Co-director of the Pullias Center for Higher Education, and University Professor
and Wilbur-Kieffer Professor of Higher Education, at the University of Southern
California (USC). He founded and has directed the Pullias Center for 22 years
overseeing faculty, staff, postdoctoral scholars and graduate students.
Served as Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Affairs, Rossier College
of Education, USC, and among other duties served as an academic dean at a
Native American community college, a Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco, a
Fulbright Scholar in Central America and Australia, and Scholar-in-Residence in
Malaysia. Recently completed a year’s sabbatical as a Fulbright Scholar in India.
Recognized thought leader in higher education and his recent books include
Rethinking Education and Poverty; The Problem of College Readiness; The
Impact of Culture on Organizational Decision-making, Trust and the Public Good:
Examining the Cultural Conditions of Academic Work, and Understanding the Rise
of For-profit Colleges and Universities.
Received the Distinguished Research Award from the Association for the Study
of Higher Education (ASHE) and from Division J of the American Educational
Research Association (AERA).
Former president of ASHE, is a Fellow and former president of AERA, and was
elected a member of the National Academy of Education, a disciplinary society of
200 individuals recognized for their outstanding scholarship and contributions to
education.
Earned a Master›s from Harvard University and a Ph.D. from Stanford University.
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Prof. Hirohisa UCHIDA
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Kanagawa Science Park Inc. (KSP),
Japan.
Professor of Engineering at Tokai University.
President of Asian Science Park Association (ASPA), Fellow & Vice President of the
International Association for Hydrogen Energy (IAHE), Honorary Editor of Journal
of Alloys and Compounds (JALCOM) and Editorial Executive Board Member of
International Journal of Hydrogen Energy (IJHE).
Got his Doctor›s Degree in Metallurgy from University of Stuttgart, Germany.
Worked at Max-Planck-Institute (MPI) for Metals Research, Stuttgart, Germany.
Leader of “UCHIDA Super-Magnetic Materials Project”, Kanagawa Academy of
Science & Technology (KAST), Kanagawa, Japan.
Held some positions such as Executive Director of the Division of Research
Administration
(University-Industry-Government
Collaboration,
Intellectual
Property), at Tokai University, Member of University-Industry-Government
Collaboration Committee of UNESCO, Executive Director of Future Science
& Technology Joint Research Center, Dean of School of Engineering at Tokai
University, Vice Chancellor, Counselor of Governor, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan.

Mr. Masahiko Yamada
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Chief Executive Architect in charge of technical computing and innovation business
at Fujitsu Limited, since April 2016, working with scientific and highly technicaloriented customers, such as research institutions, universities and industrial
organizations.
Was President of the Technical Computing Solutions Unit, which specifically
focuses on HPC (high-performance computing) and advanced technical solutions,
in such fields as aerospace, meteorology, atomic energy, etc.
Recognized as one of the primary driving forces behind the K computer, jointly
developed by Fujitsu and RIKEN, which achieved the much-coveted number one
spot on the TOP500 list in June and November, 2011.
He works closely with institutions such as the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA),
which delivers weather forecasting services and earthquake alerts across the
country.
Works with major universities and government institutions engaged in building
high-performance computing and advanced solutions domestically and in the UK,
Spain, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Australia and Singapore.
His long-term goal is to help mankind by making the global society more prosperous
and wholesome with technical computing solutions.
Holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Hokkaido University.
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Prof. Adnan Zahed
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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Consultant to the President of King Abdulaziz University (KAU) and the SecretaryGeneral of the International Advisory Board (IAB) of KAU.
Was KAU Vice President for Graduate Studies and Scientific Research.
Worked as Director of KAU Funded Research, Vice Dean at Faculty of Engineering,
and Dean of Graduate Studies.
Worked in the industry as Deputy General Manager at Savola Food Company
in Jeddah (KSA), General Supervisor (Consultant) in Saudi Badrah Company in
Jeddah (KSA), and Deputy CEO of Tasali Company (Jeddah, KSA).
Holds Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from the University of California (Davies),
USA.
Has published some 56 papers in international conferences and refereed journals,
and worked on 17 funded research projects.
Co-Author of the book «Thermodynamics for Chemical Engineering» and CoAuthor of several University Guides such as Graduate Studies Guide, Applicable
Theses Guide, Thesis Writing Guide, Graduate Studies Procedure Guide, Faculty
of Engineering Prospectus and Annual Report of Research Activities in the Faculty
of Engineering.
Was included in Marquis Who›s Who in the World 2006.
Participated in more than 80 committees at departmental, faculty and university
level at KAU.
Participated in four accreditation meetings in USA.
Has attended more than 25 local and international conferences, symposia and
forums, and has visited a number of American Universities within the delegate of
the Saudi Ministry of Higher Education.
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Contact IAB
Kindly contact:

Prof. Adnan Zahed
Consultant to the President of King Abdulaziz University (KAU) and the
Secretary-General of the International Advisory Board (IAB) of KAU
Tel.: +966126951881
azahed@kau.edu.sa
iab@kau.edu.sa
http://iab.kau.edu.sa
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http://iab.kau.edu.sa
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