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The Semiotics of Absence in Ma Tlahu a'li Alghyab (what absence has told me):

a study in the shade of the semiotics of desires
Dr.Alreem M Alfawaz

Abstract. T he semiotic approach is based on the assumption that the text includes a surface structure and
a deep structure. Analyzing the two structures looks at the relations between the two. As for the objective
behind the semiotic approach it is the uncovering of the relations that link the hidden implications of the
text by following the development of meaning. On the other hand, the semiotics of emotions is a branch
of general semiotics. Emotion is what semiotics analyzes to know its role in the creative text. In the
collection of poems discussed here it is absence that played a role in the formation of the emotion of
sadness :the absence of people or specific attitudes. Sadness is seen as preceding the ways meaning
reveals itself and also as an agent in their production.

Key words are :the semiotics of emotions, sadness, absence.
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