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Commercial Land Use in Jeddah City:
Patterns and Factors Affecting It

Abdulhafiz Abdulhakeem Samarkandi

Assistant Prof. Faculty of Arts & Humanities
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Commercial activities are considered as a one of the most
important functions of the city, not only for its inhabitants but also for
the people who live outside its borders. The area devoted to activities
often represent 3-4% of the total area of the city, but the share of this
activity expand with the increasing of commercial relationships of the
city, which may reach the international relations level, as in the case
of the cities of commercial sea-ports, particularly the city of Jeddah. it
should be noted that the commercial activities in the cities occupies
the best sites with the high price of land, thus followed by a rise in
rent, however, we find that these activities operate because of its
ability to compensate. The city of Jeddah, considered as the second
largest city in Saudi Arabia in terms of area and population after the
Riyadh city, and also considered as the major port of the Kingdom, as
it holds 48% of the imports, and covering the needs of the western part
and could reach to most parts of the Kingdom. This study addressed
this vital function through its components in terms of settlement
development, geographical location, spatial distribution of commercial
utilities, and commercial patterns location e.g.

The central business district (CBD), central commercial markets,
planned markets, specialized markets and markets associated with the
streets, as well as the historical evolution of this function on the other
hand, This enables the researcher to study the commercial land use in
Jeddah city. The study adopted descriptive and analytical approaches,
through which the researcher was able to reach the following
conclusions: More emersion of central and planned commercial
markets is expected, instead of individual shops, which reduces
shopping trips through the city.

Urban growth and population in the north of the city played a
role in the incidence of commercial patterns in this part of the city and
decline in southern and eastern parts of it. The central business district
(down town) still maintains its importance, especially at the wholesale
level. Road network has facilitated access to all parts of the city and
had a role in the concentration of central and planned commercial
markets. the individual neighborhoods shops still have a role in
providing of services to the population, which is considered as the
biggest base of the commercial patterns.
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