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ABSTRACT. The bivalve and gastropod fauna of Saudi Arabian intertidal zone of the Arabian
Gulf were surveyed during 1993. The investigated area covered a distance of about 250 km .
Sampling took place from Jubayl (Station: I, at the northwestern side of the Gulf) . going
southeastwards through Rahima (St : 2) , Ras Tanura (St : 3), Safwa (St: 4), Qatif (St: 5), Dam­
mam (St: 6), Khobar (St: 7), adjacent to King Fahd Bridge (K.F.B., St: 8), Aziziyah (St: 9),
Half-Moon Beach (H .M.B. St: 10), Uquayr (St: 11) and Salwa (St: 12), at the southeastern
Saudi-Qatari borders. 130mollusc species were identified from the investigated area. of these
62 species were gastropods and 68 bivalves . The identified species were listed in their proper
taxa . The gastropod species were related to 3 subclasses, 5 orders. 4 suborders; 19 super­
families. 32 families, and 46 genera . While bivalves were related to 2 sub-classes, 5 orders, 19
superfamilies, 25 families and 52 gener a .

Historical Review About the Arabian Gulf Molluscs

The hydrobiology, fishery and benthos of the north­
ern, eastern and southern regions of the Arabian Gulf
as well as Omani Gulf have been surveyed and studied
by some specialists and expeditions. Of the latter we
mention. the Danish Survey Expedition (1762), the
Danish Fisheries Investigation (1937-1938). The Ger­
man Oceanographic Vessel "Meteor" (1965), and the
Japanese Trainingship "Umitaka Maru" R/V of
Tokyo University (1968).

The offshore benthic molluscs of the previously
mention regions have also received considerable at­
tention from the following workers: Melvill (1898,
1928), Smythe (1972, 1975 and 1979), Purser (1973),
Bosch and Bosch (1982, 1989), and Glayzer et al.
(1984).

According to the available literature, the Saudi
Arabian mollusc fauna of the Arabian Gulf has also
been studied by a small number of conchologists and
malacologists. Biggs and Grantier (1960) gave an ac­
count on the molluscan shells of Ras Tanura; Basson et
al. (1977) studied the biotopes and the benthic com­
munities; Sharabati (1981) discussed the general oc­
currence of the bivalve and gastropod mollusc species,
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genera, and families among the different ecological
habitats; Smythe (1982) reported on the sea shells of
the Arabian Gulf; McCain (1984a, b) studied the
marine ecology of the intertidal infauna, and the near
shore bottom communities among the northeastern
sandy beach extending from Safania to Manifa.

The Present Investigation

There is very little information on the Saudi interti­
dal mollusc population of the Arabian Gulf . Hence,
the present work was conveniently suggested to deter­
mine the seashore molluscs of this zone, particularly
from the systematic point of view.

The present investigation covered a distance of
about 250 km along the Saudi intertidal zone of the
Arabian Gulf. The bivalve and gastropod shells were
sampled during 1993 from 12 stations starting from
Jubayl (at the northwestern side of the Gulf), then
continued down in the southeastern direction to Salwa
(at the most southeastern Saudi-Qatari borders), (Fig.
1), 130 molluscan species (62 gastropods and 68
bivalves) were identified from the whole area. The
identified species were listed systematically and their
geographical distribution within the investigated area




















