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Abstract

The aim of this study was to describe the prevalence of the abuse of older persons and to
identify the factors that led to their abuse. The study also sought to identify the effects of the
abuse of older persons. The researcher used the descriptive approach and the data were collected
via survey questionnaires. An interview face-to-face was conducted with 456 elderly residents of
the Social Welfare House and in the charitable associations in Makkah and Jeddah. The result of
the study showed that neglect comes first in the types of abuse suffered by the elderly, followed
by social abuse, financial abuse, psychological abuse and, finally, physical abuse. The study
found that there were many reasons for the abuse of older persons. The first was the financial
problems of the person who abused them, followed by the belief of the elderly that the abuse was
directed at them because they were a heavy burden on the abusers, the abuser and the covetous
them, followed by the existence of psychological disorders of the abuser, while the existence of
personal problems, such as addiction to drugs and alcoholics of the abuser were the least reason
for the abuse. The study also found that the effects of physical abuse on the sample were few and
that depression was the main cause of psychological abuse. As for the effects of financial abuse,
it was found that those exposed to it suffer from their inability to pay themselves, and the
isolation and isolation from society Was the main cause of social abuse, while frequent hospital
visits were at the forefront of neglect. In the light of these findings, the study recommended
enacting all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the
elder from all forms of abuse. In addition; more efforts are needed to increase societal awareness
and educate the public about elder mistreatment. It also recommended that nursing home
facilities is to ensure that residents are free from mistreatment, and having appropriate policies in
place to prevent the abuse of older people.



