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Duality of Sourcesin Idamic Economics, and its M ethodological
Consequences (Position Paper)

Dr. Muhammad Anas Zarka

Abstract. Islamic economics as a discipline relies on two bases. traditional
economics, and Islamic Shari'ah and its Figh. This duality in sources has
methodological consequences that this paper addresses, such as: mistakes resulting
from insufficiency of knowledge of either basis.

Islamic economics should study, in Shari'ah framework, al available economic
knowledge, human behavior and policies, even those not conforming to Shari‘ah.
Study in Shari‘ah framework is achieved by explaining how each economic question
relates to each element of an Islamic economic system, and what issues does each of
these elements raise in economic theory or practice.

Also addressed is the fact that economic knowledge is rarely certain, evolves
over time, and is occasionally at variance with Shari'ah? The paper concretizes all
issues with specific examples.
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