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ABSTRACf. Sustained mineral exploration efforts in Saudi Arabia have
yielded about 3000 mineral showings for some 50 metallic and non metallic
minerals and industrial rocks. The Government of Saudi Arabia, as part of
its overall economic strategy, continues to pursue further development of
its mineral resources through institutional and fiscal support and other in­
centives. This country with its relatively sound financial status and fairly st­
able socio-political setting, offers equitable opportunities to mineral inves­
tors, both from within and outside the country, to participate and share in
the development of its mineral resources. Saudi Arabia plans to exploit its
mineral resources to meet mineral requirements of its fast growing
economy and supply the surplus, if any, to the international market. In­
creased mineral activity is expected in Saudi Arabia in the future.

1. Introduction

Historically, Saudi Arabia is not very well known for its mining activities. There are,
nevertheless, at least three distinct periods over the last 3000 years during which sig­
nificant mining production has been reportedl'l, First, it was during King Solomon's
reign (961-922 B.C.), then during the Abbasid Caliphate (750-1258 A.D.) and lastly,
in recent years, when Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate (1939-1954) was active in the
mining of gold from Mahd Ad Dahab - the mine which has produced gold intermit­
tently from King Solomon days and has again been opened-up since 1984[2]. Other
than that, nothing significant is reported on the past mining history of this country.

Saudi Arabia has shown interest in the development of its mineral resources since
1947, and the real serious work of infrastructural geology and exploration started in
the 1950s and 1960s. This was the period when massive induction of mineral raw
materials in the rebuilding of post World War II Europe was under way and the inter­
national mineral industry was passing through its 'boom' period. It was during 1967
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