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Arab Architecture Court Types and its adaptation with Human Requirements
Dr. Arch.. : Mamdouh Aly Yousef Aly & Dr. Arch.. : Wael Hussein Yousef

Abstract: Arab Architecture has different types of open spaces used in various functional requirements.
These types can be grouped in two major design concepts: Indoor Courts and Outdoor gardens. The first
is a small open space surrounded by edification. This group includes Housing Courts, “Riyadhs”,
Palaces Courts and Public Courtyards (in mosques, “Sugs”, schools, Bimaristans, etc). There are other
types that have especial characteristics, such as: Tombs and “Rabats” courts. Outdoor gardens are these
grand open spaces surrounded by huge walls and with a main building located in their center, such as:
Paradisiacal, Terraced, and Mausoleum gardens. Although there is no prototype of these open spaces,
every type has their own functions and characteristics. The examples of different regions are partially
similar due to environmental, cultural and socio-economical factors. General aspects and design
concepts of these open spaces can be adapted with contemporary human demands in spite of the
difference in materials and construction techniques in various regions.
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