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George B. Thomas, Jr., Maurice D. Weir, Joel Hass, Frank R. Giordano >
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PRELIMINARIES

OVERVIEW This chapter reviews the basic ideas you need to start caleulus. The topics in-
clude the real number system, Cartesian coordinates in the plane, straight lines, parabolas,
circles, functions, and trigonometry. We also discuss the use of graphing caleulators and
computer graphing software.

Real Numbers and the Real Line

This section reviews real numbers, inequalities, intervals, and absolute values.

Real Numbers

Much of calculus is based on properties of the real number system, Real numbers are
numbers that can be expressed as decimals, such as
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