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Mental Disorder
Mental Illness

-without qualification

-a persistent disorder manifested only by abnormally

aggressive or seriously irresponsible conduct, where

treatment is likely to alleviate or prevent deterioration of
the condition 
Mental Handicap

-mental impairment

-severe mental impairment

where treatment is likely to alleviate or prevent a

deterioration of the condition

Grounds for admission and detention to a hospital :
1. A person is suffering from mental disorder of a nature or degree which makes it             appropriate for him to receive medical treatment in hospital
2. It is necessary for the health or safety of the person or for the protection of other persons that the person should receive treatment.
Role of Forensic Psychiatrist Assessment of whom?
Charges of Murder, Sexual Offences, Bizarre behaviour of accused 
Past history of psychiatric treatment

Suicidal behaviour 
Unexplained behaviour

Appeals

 Victim

 Witnesses

Assessment- questions to be answered vary, usually: - -Fitness to plead 
-Mental disorder?

-Type of mental disorder/mental illness 
-Factors to affect treatment & susceptibility to treatment - past history 
-Psycho - social factors

-Relevance of Mental disorder or emotional state to the accused’s behaviour at time of crime 
- Insanity at the time of alleged offence

-Possible motive or rationale for alleged behaviour -Prognosis

Fitness to plead
Includes the ability to:
-understand the nature of the charge
                                   -distinguish plea of guilty/not guilty 
-instruct solicitor 
-follow court proceedings 
INSANITY AT THE TIME OF OFFENCE
There must be some mental defect by which his reason was overpowered; thereby he

was rendered incapable of exerting his reason to control his conduct and reactions.
Insanity decided by judge in light of evidence in the exercise of common sense and

knowledge of mankind and judged by ordinary rules on which men act in daily life,

taking into account the whole circumstances disclosed in the evidence.

DIMINISHED RESPONSIBILITY

Diminished responsibility is a condition of mind, of judgement, which is said to make a man not fully accountable for his actions and not fully answerable to the law. Diminished responsibility associated with aberration or weakness of mind, some form of mental unsoundness state of mind bordering on though not amounting to insanity. A mind so affected that responsibility is diminished from full responsibility to partial responsibility, the accused being only partially accountable for his actions. There must be some form of mental disease.
