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Sexual Assault of Adults
Many of the features found are common to adults and children, but it is convenient to consider them separately. For instance, rape may be perpetrated against both, but the evidential problems for the doctor (and the court) are different.

Rape is the crime providing perhaps the clearest illustration of all the principles of clinical forensic medicine. Among these are questions of definition, consent, meticulous examination, disinterested reporting, the collection of trace evidence.
Definitions
Rape is the carnal, knowledge of a female by a male against her will. Rape is a statutory crime committed by a man who has sexual intercourse with another person (whether vaginal or anal) who at the time of the intercourse does not consent to it.
Lesser offences include lewd and libidinous behaviour, assault with intent to ravish, indecent assault.
History
General and offence specific

Guilt, shame and embarrassment

Status of medical/gynaecological elements - disclosed in court?
Evidence
Clo                              Clinical examination:   -consent
-types of injury [Injury is a feature of sexual assault in perhaps three quarter of adult cases, but the damage inflicted to the genitalia or extragenital sites is commonly minor. Detection, collection and identification of trace evidence [clothing, sheet of paper, head & pubic hair, nail scrapings, saliva, mouth swab, venous blood, penile, anal & vaginal swabs, skin swabs]
-contamination

                                  -genitalia- colposcopyanal 
                                  -anal 

The Investigator
The doctor must be prepared to provide a provisional opinion after examination on the two features of consent & penetration.

After care
Before, during and after the examination, both police and doctor have a clear duty to ensure that the complainer’s comfort and interests are cared for, as far as practicable. A simple point is the need to provide spare clothing, but there may have to be social work involvement. Psychological support for rape trauma is another consideration.
Sexual Assault of Children
Child abuse
Takes a variety of forms: physical injury (NAI); sexual abuse: emotional abuse;

neglect. The significant factor in common is that these acts are committed by parents, other family members or those who have a caring role towards the child.

Child sexual abuse (CSA)
Children who are coerced or induced into sexual activity for the gratification of adults are being sexually abused. Such abuse ranges from inappropriate kissing to all forms of intercourse. As with NAI, the consequence to a child-may be death, but most CSA results in no clinical injury. 

Social work procedures Child protection measures 
At risk register

Case conference

Reporter to the Children's Panel

Features
The child:    age range throughout childhood from infancy to puberty (and beyond) both
                    sexes

Activity:      all types of sexual acts which gratify the abuser

History:      may be none
       "disclosure"
       problems of eliciting

Evidence:   eye witness rare

physical injury 
how to corroborate?

co-operation of complainer/consent to examine

behavioural indicators

Diagnosis: difficulty in establishing normal appearance 
                  congenital variation 
                  disease

Abortion
Criminal abortion was formerly a significant cause of morbidity and death. Most of the means of procuring abortion were designed to provoke uterine bleeding, leading to the expulsion of the products of conception, a result which could often then be explained as spontaneous.

Spontaneous Abortion                     
Miscarriage is a synonym. One in five pregnancies is thought to end in miscarriage,

usually within the first trimester. Bleeding is seldom so profuse as to be life threatening.

Therapeutic Abortion
Generally speaking, it is illegal in Islam to have a therapeutic abortion. However, if there is a necessity, women are allowed to do that but the following should be taken in consideration. Two doctors must agree in good faith -

a) that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the pregnant woman, or of injury to the physical health of the pregnant woman, or

b) that there is substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped.

Criminal Abortion
The agents used are many, but include external violence applied to the woman's belly;

drugs such as quinine, gin (and hot baths); purgatives such as Epsom salts, juniper and pennyroyal; mechanical devices such as knitting needles; introduction into the uterus of soapy water with a syringe or irritant paste; vacuum aspiration.
