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AnSTRACT. T he phenomeno n o f poverty occup ies a large ex tent of the socia l

scien ce literature and repres ents an import ant issue fo r pla nne rs and decisi on

makers as an obs tacle to social and eco no mic de velopme nt and as a majo r

ca use fo r ma ny socia l prob lem s. The pre se nt study ai ms 10 shed light on th is

pheno menon. In this regard. the study ex pla ins what poverty means and

presents its soc ia l and eco nomic concepts incl ud ing the conce pt o f abso lute

po vert y. relati ve pove rty. a nd pove rty cu lture . Moreo ver. the s tud y presen ts the

mu ltiple x ex pla nations of po verty theore tically and empirica lly at the

mac ro-and-mic ro-level s and illumi na tes the pa tte rns of poo r and the major

var iables to overcome po verty s uch as produc tivi ty. income. and con s umpt ion.

To link the issue to the Saudi local soc ie ty. the stu dy pre se nts the issue of

poverty from an Isl am ic perspective . and introd uces. brie fly. the expec ted

stra teg y to face poverty in the Saudi local socie ty at the for mal leve l. Th e study

con clude s with asse rtion not to neglect the value and mor al fac to r in ex plai ning

po ver ty and recommends the inclu sion of this fac tor in the me thodo log ica l

measure ments prep ared to expl ain th is phe nome non at the local level.




