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Argumentative Essay [6th Handout - Part I]
What is an argumentative essay?

An argumentative essay is an essay in which you agree or disagree with an issue, using reasons to support your opinion. This kind of essay is used to persuade the reader to agree with your opinion about a controversial topic. Your goal is to convince your reader that your opinion is right.  The importance of argumentation is to force writers' minds to think on their own by taking a stand (position) on a certain issue, support their stand with solid reasons, and support their reasons with solid evidence. 
Five Key Elements in an Argumentative Essay
An argumentative essay should contain the following key elements:

1. An explanation of the issue
2. A clear thesis statement

3. Your own arguments

4. A summary of the opposing arguments

5. Rebuttals to the opposing arguments

(Rebut means to point out problems with the other side's reasons to prove that they are not good reasons.)
Choosing a Topic
Choosing a topic that is appropriate for an argu​mentative essay is especially important because some things cannot be argued. For example, you cannot argue that a rose is more beautiful than a daisy. This is an opinion that cannot be supported by facts. However, you can argue that roses are more popular than daisies and support the argument with facts about florists' sales of the two kinds of flowers. 

Here are a few effective topics and thesis statements for an argumentative essay: 
· Marriage under eighteen: People under the age of eighteen should not be allowed to marry. 

· Sale of class notes: Universities should prohibit students from selling their notes to other classmates. 

· Fast food restaurants: Communities should decide if fast food restaurants are right for them. 

You can argue either for (pro) or against (con) these statements. If your topic does not have two viewpoints, your essay will not be effective. Look at the following example of an ineffective topic and thesis statement. 
Jazz music: Jazz music began with African Americans. 

You cannot argue against this statement because it is a fact. Therefore, you cannot write an argumentative essay with this thesis. 

Convincing the Reader

Your job as the writer of an argumentative essay is to convince your readers that your opinion about a topic (your thesis statement) is the most valid viewpoint. To do this, your essay needs to be balanced- it must include an opposing viewpoint, or counterargument. Even though you are arguing one side of an issue (either for or against), you must think about what someone on the other side of the issue would argue. As soon as you give your opponent's point of view, you must offer a refutation of it. This means that you refute the other point of view, or show how it is wrong. If you give only your opinion, your essay will sound like propaganda, and your readers will not be convinced of your viewpoint. 

The key to persuading the reader that your viewpoint is valid is to support it in every paragraph. While this is not a problem in the first few paragraphs of your essay, the counterargument goes against your thesis statement. This is why every counterargument that you include in your essay needs a refutation. A refutation is a response to the counterargument that disproves it. Look at the following excerpts from two argumentative essays. The counterarguments are in italics and the refutations are underlined. 

Example 1
Opponents of mandatory uniforms say that students who wear school uniforms cannot express their individuality. This point has some merit on the surface. However, as stated previously, school is a place to learn, not to flaunt wealth and fashion. 
Example 2
The opponents of capital punishment might say that no one has the right to decide who should die, including the government. However, when the government sends soldiers to war, it is deciding the fate of those soldiers who will die. As long as the government has a right to send its citizens to a battlefield, it has a right to put criminals to death. 

Organization of Argumentative Essays
There are several ways to organize an argumentative essay: block pattern, point-by-point pattern, or a combination of both patterns.

Useful Connectors you can use in an argumentative essay:

For:


Against:

Assertion:
Modals that help a writer assert his or her point (helps to make opinions sound stronger):


Modals that help when acknowledging an opposing point (helps to make opposing views sound weaker):

:

Example of an argumentative essay
The School Uniform Question
Individualism is a fundamental value in the United States. All Americans believe in the right to express their own opinion without fear of punishment. This value, however, is coming under fire in an unlikely place- the public school classroom. The issue is school uniforms. Should public school students be allowed to make individual decisions about clothing, or should all students be required to wear a uniform? In my opinion, I believe that school uniforms are the better choice for two reasons. 
For one thing, wearing school uniforms would help make students' lives simpler. They would no longer have to decide what to wear every morning. Trying on outfit after outfit in an effort to choose can be very tiring. If this action was timed, it would probably take a person at least twenty minutes to try on just two outfits. A person could use this time for more important things such as reviewing the contents of a new chapter or going over important revision questions. Moreover, uniforms would not only save time, but they would also eliminate the stress often associated with this chore. It is a well known fact that people do not only have one piece of clothing in their closets. They have many things to choose from; ranging from T-shirts to shoes. Therefore, imagine every morning having to decide on a specific combination of items to put together to wear that is different from the one that was worn the day before. It is a very stressful activity for any normal human being.
Another thing, school uniforms influence students to act responsibly in groups and as individuals. Uniforms can create a feeling of unity among students. For example, when students do something as a group, such as attend meetings in the auditorium or eat lunch in the cafeteria, the fact that they all wear the same uniform would create a sense of community. This togetherness felt by students can increase their pride of belonging to their educational institution which in turn can lead to a school that is united.  Even more important, statistics show the positive effects that school uniforms have on violence and truancy. According to a recent survey in Hillsborough County, Florida, incidents of school violence dropped by fifty percent, attendance and test scores improved, and student suspensions declined approximately thirty percent after school uniforms were introduced. This evidence clearly proves proof that uniforms are better.
Opponents of mandatory uniforms say that students who wear school uniforms cannot express their individuality. This point has some merit on the surface. However, as stated previously, school is a place to learn, not to flaunt wealth and fashion. Society must decide if individual expression through clothing is more valuable than improved educational performance. It is important to remember that school uniforms would be worn only during school hours. Students can express their individuality in the way they dress outside of the classroom. 

In conclusion, there are many benefits to implementing mandatory school uniforms for students; documented and observed benefits. I believe that students will learn better and act more responsibly when they wear uniforms. It is in my opinion that public schools should require uniforms in order to benefit both the students and society as a whole. 
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